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NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:56 a.m. on
May 8 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 9.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in Boston,
Massachusetts
May 9, 1998

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen,
thank you for the warm welcome. I thank Elaine
and Gerry more than I can say. This has not
been the easiest couple of weeks in their lives,
and the fact that they continue to work and
to have this event means an especially great
deal to me tonight, and I thank you so much.

I’d like to thank all the people who are here
tonight. Senator Kerry, thank you for coming,
and thank you for your leadership, especially
on behalf of our Nation’s children in the Capital.
I thank Mayor Tom Menino and Angela for
being here. When you said that Tom Menino’s
approval ratings, Steve, were in the eighties, my
reaction was what the other 20 percent could
possibly be thinking about. [Laughter] I don’t
know how anybody could do a better job as
mayor than Tom Menino’s doing; I don’t think
it’s possible.

Everywhere I go in America now, when I
talk to serious people who care about dealing
with our challenges, people want to know how
Boston went over 2 years with no child under
18 being killed. And I said it did not happen
by accident. And I guess that’s part of what
I want to say tonight. Of course, this evening
didn’t happen by accident either. So I want to
thank not only Elaine and Gerry but all the
other cochairs: Jim and Kathy Daley; Sherry and
Alan Leventhal—Alan and Fred have been
through the fires for me for a long time, and
I thank them for that; Lyle Howland and Jack
Manning. And I’d like to say a special word
of thanks to Alan and Susie Solomont; Alan did
do a fabulous job for us at the DNC. And Steve
and Barbara Grossman, thank you. And you can
see from Steve’s speech tonight that he is not
beaten down from the rigors of his job and
he’s doing a wonderful job. Massachusetts
should be very, very proud of him.

I also appreciate Lester Thurow coming to-
night. I wish he could give the speech, and

I could learn about how to improve the econ-
omy some more. [Laughter] And my good friend
James Taylor, thank you for being here.

You know, when I was standing in front and
we were taking pictures, one of you came
through the line and said, ‘‘You know, Mr. Presi-
dent, Boston has become your ATM machine.’’
[Laughter] But she said, ‘‘That’s okay. We like
it; we like it.’’ [Laughter] I am profoundly grate-
ful to the people of this city and this State
for being so good to me and to Hillary and
to the Vice President, to our administration. You
all know we’ve got the highest percentage of
the vote we received in any State in Massachu-
setts in 1996. We had an all-Democratic sweep
in our congressional elections. And some of
them were quite tough, indeed. And I am pro-
foundly grateful to all of you. And that didn’t
happen by accident.

You heard all the things that Elaine said. I
feel an enormous amount of gratitude for the
strength of our economy, for the lowest unem-
ployment rate since 1970 and the lowest infla-
tion rate in 30 years and the lowest welfare
rolls in 27 years and the lowest crime rates
in 24 years. I’m grateful for that. I think the
question is, what do we intend to do with that?
And that really is the great question sort of
looming over Washington. In that sense, I rather
like the fact that the El Niño gods were not
too nice to us tonight. It keeps us humble. If
you like this, you’ll love it if we don’t do any-
thing about climate change.

And that makes the point I want to make.
When times are really good—in political life
when times are good you can have, it seems
to me, three responses. You can sort of play
more golf and relax, which is appealing to me.
[Laughter] Or you can think you can afford to
be petty and mean and self-serving and groping
and divisive politically, which is appealing to
some. Or if the times are dynamic and things
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are still changing very profoundly and rapidly,
you understand that complacence and smallness
are not really viable options.

And I’ve been going around the country trying
to convince the American people that these
good times give us an enormous opportunity
and impose upon us a significant responsibility.
The American people have confidence again.
They believe this country can work again. They
believe we can make things happen again.

But things are changing very profoundly in
the way we work, the way we live, the way
we relate to each other, the way we relate to
the rest of the world. And I believe that this
is a time that we should be big, think big, and
act big. And I am doing my best, with the
help of our Democrats in Washington, to push
the country in that direction, because I think
the only way you can continue to enjoy good
success in a dynamic time is to bear down, not
let up.

If you go out to Silicon Valley, for example,
where Lord knows how many people have been
made millionaires and more people than I can
count on my two hands have been made billion-
aires, you won’t find people going to work at
noon and leaving at 3 o’clock, because they un-
derstand that in an economy of ideas you have
to keep working to stay ahead of the curve.
Not only that, it’s interesting; it’s fun; it’s more
fulfilling. That’s the way our country should be-
have.

And in that sense, I would say to you, for
me, we should have a short-term agenda and
a long-term agenda. We should be committed
to working like crazy this year in this session
of Congress, even before this election, to earn
our keep for the American people. And as we
look to the next 2 years, in the barely 600 days
we have until the start of a new century, a
new millennium, we ought to promise ourselves
that we are not going to start that new era
without having seriously addressed what we
know right now are the biggest challenges facing
us.

So even though we’ve had a good time, I’d
like to be just a little serious for a moment
and just briefly tell you what I think we should
be doing both now and over the long term.
This year the first thing we need to do is to
say we’re glad we balanced the budget for the
first time in 30 years, but it hasn’t actually hap-
pened yet. We’re glad we’re apparently going

to have a big surplus for the first time in 30
years, but we don’t actually have it yet.

And we know we have real, serious, significant
challenges awaiting us out there as the baby
boomers retire and as everyone begins to live
longer in reforming Social Security and Medi-
care, so we should not—we should not—squan-
der this surplus we’ve waited 30 years to mate-
rialize until we’ve saved Social Security and pre-
pared financially for the 21st century for the
entire country. We should resist the easy temp-
tation to either spend the money or give it back
in a tax cut until, first, it materializes and, sec-
ond, we know how we’re going to deal with
Social Security and Medicare.

The second thing we ought to do is realize
we have a historic public health opportunity and
pass comprehensive tobacco legislation to pro-
tect our kids from the dangers of tobacco. Now,
let me just say again, this is not a small thing.
We have more people die from tobacco-related
illnesses than all other health problems put to-
gether. Three thousand kids start smoking every
day, even though it’s not legal, and we know
1,000 of them are going to die sooner because
of it. What else can you do to save 1,000 lives
a day? And we ought to do it this year in this
congressional session. And if it’s up to me and
up to our caucus, that’s exactly what we’re going
to do, and I hope you’ll support us.

We have an ambitious education agenda: na-
tional standards, national exams to measure
them; help the school districts to build more
buildings and to hire more teachers so we can
have smaller classes in the early grades; we can
repair older buildings; we can build new ones
where the classes are bursting at the seams.

Finally, we have a group of students in our
school years who are bigger than the baby boom
generation, for the first time since the baby
boom generation. There are cities in this country
where the average school building is 65 years
of age or older. There are communities—I was
down in Florida the other day to do a makeup
date for the little school district I was supposed
to visit when I tore my leg up over a year
ago. In this lovely little school district, there’s
a beautiful old school building, and outside
there are not one, not 5 but 17 trailers housing
the children in the school.

Now, you ask yourself—you say, we’re Demo-
crats; we want every kid in this country to have
a chance. And we know they can’t have a chance
unless they get good educations. What does it
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say to a child from a poor inner-city school
if they go to a school building where one of
the floors is completely closed because the
building is not maintained? How would you feel
if you went to work every day and you walked
up steps and you looked up at the floor and
the first thing you saw as you looked at the
building were three or four broken windows that
never got fixed? You wouldn’t tolerate it. You
wouldn’t permit your employees to do it. You
wouldn’t want your children to do it.

We say education is our most important mis-
sion. I’m telling you we need to pass an edu-
cation agenda this year, based on standards,
based on choice, based on technology. We’re
trying to hook up every classroom in the country
to the Internet. The mayor says he’ll have all
the schools fixed here in a matter of a few
months. You know that there are huge numbers
of school buildings in this country where kids
are going to school right now that literally can-
not be hooked up to the Internet because
they’re too deficient in their basic infrastructure.

So we have an education agenda. We have
got a families agenda that includes letting elder-
ly people who are not old enough to be on
Medicare, or near elderly—people about my
age—people who aren’t old enough to be on
Medicare but are early retired, buy into the
Medicare program at cost. Even the Republican
congressional analysis says that it won’t do any-
thing to hurt the Medicare program. We’re try-
ing to pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights. With over
half the American people in HMO’s today, I
think it’s important. There are lots of other
things in the family area we’re trying to do.

We have international responsibilities we are
not fulfilling. I am trying my best to get the
Congress to pay our debt to the United Nations.
We get a lot out of being in the U.N. People
share our burdens; they work with us. We can’t
say, ‘‘We’d like to be the leading country in
the world but, oh, by the way, we’re having
a domestic political spat so we don’t think we’ll
pay our dues.’’ We say we wanted Kofi Annan
to be the Secretary-General. We said we wanted
all these reforms in the U.N. They went about
enacting our reforms, and now I can’t get the
Congress to pay our dues.

We say we’re worried about the financial crisis
in Asia, but I can’t get the Congress to pay
what we owe to the International Monetary
Fund, without which we cannot be an active
participant in the long-term rebuilding of a lot

of those Asian economies. So we have a short-
term agenda.

But over the long term—and just think about
it, how you think we ought to spend the next
600-and-some-odd days. I got yesterday—I can
keep up with it; I finally got one of these little
millennium clocks in the mail. And my wonder-
ful secretary has it up on her desk now: ‘‘602
days to the 21st century,’’ you know, how many
hours and minutes and seconds and all. And
it’s exciting right now. It may get boring before
the time passes, but it’s exciting. [Laughter] But
it’s very helpful to me because it also is, minus
about 20 days, all the time I’ve got left to work
for you—no, no, 385 days, since we’re meas-
uring at 2000 instead of 2001.

And I think you ought to think about it. What
would you do if you were marking off the days
every day? What are the big challenges still out
there for us? I’ll tell you what I think they
are. First of all, if you want to hold this country
together in a responsible way, we have to reform
Social Security and Medicare. When all the baby
boomers get into the Social Security system, if
we continue to work and retire at the same
rates we are now, there will be about two people
working for every one person drawing Social
Security. If we keep seeing the life expectancy
of the American people go up and the wonders
of technology come on, the Medicare system
as presently structured will not be sustainable
after another several years.

So what we’ve got to do is to change that.
I think that all of you would like it if Democrats
were making those decisions, but you should
insist that the Democrats who are elected be
willing to make those decisions. We have proved
now that we are the party of constructive
change, and that’s a big issue for America.

What’s the second big issue? We can’t stop
working on education until our elementary and
secondary schools are the best in the world.
No person doubts that our system of higher
education is the best in the world. No person
doubts that our system of elementary and sec-
ondary education is not the best in the world.
And we could stay here until dawn talking about
that, but I can tell you, for 20 years I believe
that I have spent more time on education than
any other public issue. I believe in it passion-
ately. But I can tell you, we will never, ever,
ever be able to say America is a place in which
everyone has an opportunity unless we can do
something about it.
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What’s the third big challenge? We have to
do something to bring the spark of enterprise
and opportunity to the inner-city poor. It is
stunning to think that in an economy with a
4.3 percent unemployment rate, there are still
neighborhoods in America where the unemploy-
ment rate is 15 percent or 20 percent. And
it is not necessary. We have a huge program
before the Congress right now that will do a
lot to bring the spark of enterprise to the inner
cities. If it isn’t passed in this session, we have
to keep working until we’ve done more.

The third thing we’ve got to do is to prove
we can grow the economy while we improve
the environment. I believe the global warming
phenomenon is real. I think it is significant.
I do not believe we can regulate our way out
of it. I think we have to prove that we can
grow our way out of it.

I was in California about a week ago at a
housing development for moderate- and low-in-
come working people, where the energy usage
on average in the homes was 40 percent less
than typical because you can now have solar
panels on your home that look like ordinary
shingles, they’re so thin. You can now buy a
window for a low-income home that lets in more
light but keeps the heat in in the wintertime
and the heat out in the summertime. And if
you’ll pay twice as much money to get light
bulbs, they’ll last 3 to 4 times as long.

Now, we have to do these things on a huge
scale in America. If we get to the point where
we can build fuel-injection engines, fuel cells
in our cars, we can cut greenhouse gas emissions
from transportation by 80 percent. They won’t
cost any jobs; they’ll create jobs. They won’t
hurt the economy; it will improve the economy.
I cannot tell you how important I think that
is.

Just two more things I think are big long-
term challenges. We’ve got to prove that we
really can be one America. We talk about it
all the time. We’ve got to prove we can do
it. And I think the two most critical things are,
one, developing not only tolerance but respect
and appreciation for people who are different
than we are in every way. And you know I’ve
worked pretty hard on that. Some people have
made fun of me for doing it; some people have
outright condemned me for doing it. But it’s
not only because I grew up in the South but
also because I’ve been your President. I’ve seen
what happens—from Bosnia to Kosovo, to

Rwanda, to Haiti, to Northern Ireland, to the
Middle East—when people decide that they
only matter when they’ve got somebody to look
down on, and that what is really important in
their lives is that thank God they’re not like
those other people.

I’ve seen what happens when people believe
their lives only have meaning when they de-
scend into an ever-escalating cycle of violence.
And I’m telling you, things like that could hap-
pen here on a smaller scale. But the flip side
is, if we can prove we are the world’s most
truly integrated diverse democracy, we can be
a model for the 21st century that will give us
a moral force in the world that cannot be over-
estimated.

There is one school district across the Poto-
mac River from the White House in Virginia
that has children now from 180 different racial
and ethnic and national groups, speaking as their
native tongues over 100 different languages. It’s
not just a black-white-Hispanic deal anymore.
And that’s exciting to me. In a global economy,
rooted in ideas and communication, it is a god-
send. But we cannot take it for granted.

And the second thing I want to say is perhaps
the best way we can help to build that one
America is to inculcate in our children a sense
of citizen service. Elaine mentioned this, but
I’m very proud of the fact that AmeriCorps,
which was in large measure modeled on City
Year and my experiences here in Boston when
I ran for President, will soon have 100,000
young people who will have earned college cred-
it by serving in local communities, helping peo-
ple to make the most of their own lives.

When people work together and learn to-
gether and play together and serve together,
they’re far more likely to get along together.
So this is very important.

The last thing I want to say is, I have done
my best as President to convince the American
people that there is no reasonable dividing line
any longer between foreign and domestic policy,
in economics, in security, in many ways.

What are the major security problems of the
21st century? Terrorism, weapons of mass de-
struction falling into the wrong hands,
narcotraffickers, organized crime, people who
can get in an airport and fly someplace else.
These things require a high level of cooperation
and a recognition that we live in an inter-
dependent world. If you want the United States
to lead the world, we must be willing to fulfill
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our responsibilities. If you want other people
to help us share the load, we must do that.

One of the greatest things about what hap-
pened in ending the war in Bosnia is that we
are there, shoulder-to-shoulder not only with
Russian troops but with troops from two dozen
other countries. If we want to continue to have
that kind of influence, we can’t run away from
our obligations to trade with the rest of the
world. We have to keep expanding trade, not
trying to close up trade. Congress ought to give
me the authority to have trade agreements. We
have to keep cooperating with other countries
in environmental matters, in health matters, in
all these things. But the American people have
got to believe deep in the marrow of their bones
that every part of our national life has to require
us to have an international global perspective.

I fought very hard to save our space program,
which was in danger when I became President.
And one of the things I’ve asked the Congress
to do is to invest in the 21st century research
fund as a gift to the millennium that will dra-
matically increase all our research and develop-
ment budgets. But one of the things that made
it possible is that the international space station
has European contributors, Japanese contribu-
tors, Canadian contributors, and a Russian con-
tribution. And that’s good. If you’re going to
have a place where people can go and stay a
long while in space that’s bigger than a football
field, we need to work together.

And we cannot have an attitude in Congress
or in the country that says, we will be involved
in the world only when it suits us, only our
own terms, and we reserve the right to have
some sort of fight here at home which will allow
us to walk away from our obligations.

And let me just give you two examples that
go to the heart of Boston: the Irish peace proc-
ess and the Middle East peace process. If I
took a vote in Boston about whether I did the
right thing to finally get America involved in
the peace process in Ireland, even though it
required us to break a few eggs at the time,
most people would say that we did the right
thing and you’re glad we did. Yesterday we an-
nounced a modest but significant package of
initiatives that we want to put into Northern
Ireland, and we hope that it will be positive
in persuading undecided voters there to vote
in the next few days in the Irish referendum
for the peace process and for it to implement
the agreement that has been made.

I had a great talk with Prime Minister Major,
and we talked about whether there is anything
we can do when we meet together in just a
few days in Europe. Why? Because there are
more Irish in Massachusetts than there are in
Ireland. Because your heart is there, and you
know it.

If I took a vote in this crowd tonight and
I said, do you want America to be a positive
force for peace in the Middle East, and would
you expect us, if the parties could make an
agreement, to make more investments there, to
grow the economy, and to guarantee the security
of the parties so that we can unravel this incred-
ible knot about peace versus security so that
everybody can believe they can only have one
with the other, whether you agree with every-
thing I’ve said or everything the current govern-
ment in Israel does, you agree with both of
us or disagree with both of us, that proposition
would pass overwhelmingly here in Boston.

Yes, the United States should reach out a
hand. Yes, we should be faithful to our friend-
ship with Israel. Yes, we should be faithful to
our passion for peace in the Middle East. Yes,
if the Palestinians are going to enforce security
and stop terrorism, we ought to help them have
a decent life, and it’s terrible that their per
capita income has dropped 30 percent since the
Oslo accords were signed. You would all say,
‘‘Yes, let’s do that.’’

Now, that’s good, but you are also citizens
of the world. We’re not just Irish-Americans and
Jewish Americans. We have to say that America
now is composed of people from everywhere.
I’m going to India and Pakistan and Bangladesh
later in the year. I’m about to leave for China.
You don’t have to be a Chinese-American to
understand how important our relationship with
China is. And you don’t have to be from the
Indian subcontinent to know that in 30 years
India will be the biggest country in the world.
They already have the biggest middle class in
the world. And if somehow the Indians and
Pakistanis could unravel their differences, their
future potential as an economic market for us
and as a force for peace in Asia, bearing respon-
sibilities that otherwise we might have to bear,
is absolutely staggering, even though you may
never read a newspaper article about it.

So I ask you here in Boston not only to be
proud of your Irish roots, not only to be proud
of your Jewish heritage but to be passionate
about the role that America has for peace and
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freedom and prosperity in the world, because
the only way we can make the 21st century
America’s greatest days is if we do the right
things at home and the right things abroad.

The last point I want to make is this. I have
the great good fortune, being President, that
people send me books all the time. Even Lester
sends me books from time to time. And because
I travel around a lot, I read a lot of them.
And one of the things that I’ve tried to do
the last 2 years is to read a lot about periods
of American history that most Americans don’t
know much about.

For example, a lot of Americans know about
what happened in the Constitutional Convention
and during the Revolutionary War and then in
George Washington’s and Thomas Jefferson’s
and John Adams’ Presidency. And then a lot
of Americans know about what happened in
Abraham Lincoln’s Presidency and immediately
thereafter. Most Americans don’t know very
much about what happened between James
Madison and Abraham Lincoln. Most Americans
don’t know much about what happened between
Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. Most
Americans don’t even know a great deal about
what happened between Woodrow Wilson and
Franklin Roosevelt.

So I’ve really tried to read about this. I just
read a magnificent biography by Robert Remini
of your fellow Massachusetts citizen Daniel
Webster, which tells a lot about what happened
in one of those gaping periods.

But if you look at all the great breakpoints
in American history—how we started, what hap-
pened in the Civil War, what happened in the
industrial revolution, what happened in the De-

pression and the Second World War, the civil
rights revolution—you look at every time there
was a great challenge in this country’s history,
we always had to do three things over and over
and over again as we rose to a higher and higher
and higher level of democracy. Every time, we
had to deepen the meaning of freedom to in-
clude more people and to make their freedom
real; we had to widen the circle of opportunity
so that citizenship meant your chance at the
brass ring; and we had to strengthen the bonds
of our Union.

Now, you remember that. The Democratic
Party, I’m sad to say, was not always on the
right side of all three of those issues in the
19th century. But since Woodrow Wilson be-
came President, throughout the 20th century,
we haven’t always been right on every issue,
but we’ve always been on the right side of our
history. And I am determined that when we
start this new century, this country will have
deepened our freedom, widened our oppor-
tunity, and strengthened our Union. If we do
the right things, our kids will have the best
America ever.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Elaine and Gerald Schuster; Mayor
Thomas M. Menino of Boston and his wife, An-
gela; Fred Seigel, president, Energy Capital Part-
ners; Steve Grossman, national chair, and Alan D.
Solomont, former national finance chair, Demo-
cratic National Committee; economist Lester C.
Thurow; and musician James Taylor.

Statement on the Middle East Peace Process
May 11, 1998

I have just met with Secretary Albright, Na-
tional Security Adviser Berger, and Ambassador
Ross. Unfortunately, there will not be a meeting
today with Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Chairman Arafat to launch the permanent status
talks. I regret that.

I have asked Secretary Albright to meet later
this week with Prime Minister Netanyahu while
he is in Washington. The objective of those dis-
cussions will be to seek to overcome the remain-

ing differences so that we can proceed imme-
diately with accelerated permanent status talks.

Secretary Albright will then report to me
whether, as a result of her discussions with the
Prime Minister, the basis exists to launch those
talks in Washington.
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